Bluffton Exempted Village Schools
Summer District Newsletter 

~ News from the Superintendent ~

For the sixth consecutive year, our district scored a perfect 100% on the state report card, meeting each of the indicators set by the Ohio Department of Education.  With these scores, our district again received an “Excellent with Distinction” rating, which is the highest ranking for Ohio school districts.  We also continue to carry a high performance index. Our current performance index rating is 106.8, which puts our district in the top 6 percent of all school districts in the state.  This ranking could not be achieved without the combined effort of parents, students, staff, and the community, so please know that your support is appreciated.  Further details regarding our “Excellent with Distinction” rating and performance index rank can be found in the enclosed newsletter that details the state report card for our district.  We, the staff at Bluffton Exempted Village Schools, will continue to give our students the best education possible and prepare our graduates for the next stage of their lives.  

The financial report on this page shows our general fund carry-over balance of over $2.2 million for the 2011 fiscal year.  We finished our general fund in the black on June 30th with $82,000 in reserve. This is our third consecutive year in the black.  Please note that we have been able to maintain these figures while taking in less revenue from the State.  With the cut-backs over the last three years and the absorbing of positions through retirements this past school year, our district will save over $700,000 in operating expenses.  We will continue to look for ways to be fiscally responsible to you our community, while still giving our students an excellent education.  

In fiscal year 2009, which is the most recent date that statewide comparison expenditure statistics are available, we spent around $8,400 per student to educate each child.  This is $2,000+ less than the state average of $10,500+ per student statewide.  As noted above, our district performs within the highest level in the state for a lot less money on average.  You will hear much talk in the coming months of school consolidation studies and discussions at the state level, but the above statistics demonstrate that it is possible for schools to be fiscally responsible and still perform at high levels academically.  We have proven a school district does not need to be a huge district to be fiscally responsible and successful academically.

Last year’s recycling program of paper and cardboard products went very well.  We will continue the program this year with Gateway Recycling (paper) and Koogler’s (cardboard).    

On the back of this newsletter is a list of the Senior Citizen Breakfast performances each month.  We look forward to seeing those of you who have patronized these performances in the past as well as any newcomers who may join us in this monthly entertainment and fellowship.

On a different note, it is amazing to see the number and types of activities that our students are involved in at all different ages groups. From sporting activities, quiz bowl, and math club to music activities, plays, musical, etc.—the list goes on and on. These activities are indicative of a vibrant and active school community.
Finally, we look forward to educating over 1150 students in our district this year. This is a wonderful privilege and opportunity. Thank you for your continued support of Bluffton Exempted Village Schools 
and the students we serve.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to stop in or call me at 419-358-5901.  

Greg Denecker, Superintendent

     Bluffton Exempted Village Schools Mission Statement

     The mission of the Bluffton Exempted Village School District is to provide a safe and stimulating environment in which flexibility is encouraged in meeting the needs of every student, and to value all persons and learning in order to develop individuals who demonstrate problem-solving skills, personal responsibility, and a desire for lifelong learning.

Financial Information for 2010-2011 General Fund

Beginning Balance (July 1, 2010)

2,155,502
Outstanding Encumbrances  (FY 2010)

     39,451
Beginning Cash Balance  (July 1, 2010)
2,194,953
Revenue:

Local Sources:       

Real Estate                                                  
2,720,907
Personal Tangible                                   
     23,366
Investment Earnings                                                   15,232
Sale of Notes                                                                     -0-

Other Local Sources                                                 777,719
State Sources:

Foundation Program                                              3,891,090
Rollback & Homestead                                             360,261
Other State Sources                                                 702,920
Other Receipts:

Non-Operating Revenue                                                   -0-
Total Receipts Above                                             8,491,495
Plus Cash Balance                                                 2,194,953
TOTAL REVENUES

              10,686,448
Expenditures:

Salaries & Wages                                        
4,849,729
Fringe Benefits                                             
1,733,908
Purchased Service                         

1,225,835
Materials, Supplies, Texts                         
   312,160
Capital Outlay                                             
     56,286
Repayment of Debt Service                                              -0-

Other Expenditures                                                   139,602
Transfers/Advances                                                    59,626
TOTAL EXPENDITURES:                                     8,377,146
ENDING CASH BALANCE                                   2,309,302
Outstanding Encumbrances                                       31,753
Ending Balance (June 30, 2011)

2,277,549
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Permanent Improvement Projects


Over the course of the past year, our district has completed many different permanent improvement projects.  In each summer’s district newsletter, The Bluffton News, and the Bluffton Icon, we outline the revenue that was brought in from this 1/2% permanent improvement income tax, the projects completed with these tax dollars, and the cost of each project.  Below is the revenue chart of the combined monies brought in by the tax.  Below that is the list of expenditures and projects completed thanks to this fund. 

Date
Revenue

Balance Forward from Sept. 10
$7,426.51

October, 2010
$126,085.47

January, 2011
$113,295.70

April, 2011
$155,621.72

July, 2011
$257,640.94
PI Funds Sept. 10-Aug.11
$660,070.34

Projects Sept. 10-Aug. 11
Expenditures

Elementary Air Conditioning
$240,366.51 

Harmon Field Visiting Bleachers
$67,517.50

Computers/Technology
$45,385.00

Refurbishing of Metal Home Bleachers

(Harmon Field)
$23,140.00

Concrete/Top Soil (Harmon) 
$15,822.00 

Tuck-pointing Elementary
$15,380.00 

Softball Field Improvements
$14,498.59

Bobcat Tractor and Attachments
$13,979.98 

Resurfacing of Tennis Courts
$13,278.64 
Restroom Repair/Refurbishing

             (Harmon Field)
$12,486.00 

Lighting (Harmon Field)
$11,743.03 

Repairs to Gym (HS/MS)
$11,009.72 

Elementary Repairs, Misc.
$9,097.18 

HS Repairs, Misc.
$8,658.00 

Painting Elementary (HS)
$6,575.00
Concrete Curb/Drive Parking Lot
$5,485.00 

Cage Baseball Field
$4,933.00

Concrete Pads Soccer Field
$4,200.00 

New Lawn Mower
$2,471.89 

Seal Coat Parking Lots
$2,000.00

Sound Board Repair (MS)
$1,499.35 

Total
$529,526.39


Bluffton Schools will continue to use these Permanent Improvement Funds to update our facilities as promised to the taxpayers of this community.  As always, we at Bluffton Schools appreciate the community’s support of our district’s efforts to maintain and improve facilities.    If you would like to see these improvements in person, please come to our school open house on September 26, or call me to set up a convenient time to view these updates first-hand.


Greg Denecker, Superintendent

Visit Bluffton Schools Website:
www.blufftonschools.org
If you do not want your child’s name or picture released to any media outlet or on our web site, please tell your child’s building  office in writing by September 19, 2011.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2011 Varsity Football

Sept   2
Carey 


Away

Sept   9 
Delphos Jefferson

Away

Sept 16
Crestview


Home

Sept 23
Ada


Away

Sept 30
Allen East

Home

2011 Varsity Girls Soccer 
Sept  6
Cory-Rawson

Away

Sept  8
Lincolnview

Home

Sept 10    Bath


Away

Sept 12
Allen East

Away

Sept 19
Fort Jennings

Home

Sept 22
Van Buren

Away

Sept 26
LCC


Away

Sept 27
Upper Sandusky

Away

2011 Varsity Boys Soccer
Sept  3
Defiance


Home
Sept  6
Wapakoneta

Away

Sept  8
LCC


Away

Sept 10
Bath


Home

Sept 15
Kenton


Home

Sept 17
Celina


Away

Sept 24
Cory Rawson

Home

Sept 29
Ottawa Glandorf

Home


2011 Varsity Volleyball

Sept  6
Arlington


Away

Sept  8
Leipsic


Home

Sept 12
Ayersville


Away

Sept 13
Lincolnview

Away

Sept 15
Paulding


Home

Sept 19
Upper Scioto Valley
Home

Sept 20
Spencerville

Home

Sept 22
Allen East

Home

Sept 24
McComb/Ottoville

Away

Sept 27
Ada


Away

Sept 29
Columbus Grove

Away
2011 Golf

Sept  6
Allen East/Crestview
Away

Sept 12
Paulding/LCC/Cols. Grove
Away

Sept 13
Cols. Grove/Spencerville
Away

Sept 14
Spencerville/Lincolnview
Away

Sept 17
Delphos St. Johns

Away

Sept 19
C’view/L’view/Jefferson
Away

Sept 20
LCC/Paulding/Ada

Home

Sept 22
NWC Tournament

Away

Sept 23
NWC Rain Date

Home

Sept 24
Allen East

Away

2011 Tennis

Sept   8
Fostoria 


Home

Sept 10
Elida Invitational

Away

Sept 12
Lima Senior 

Home

Sept 13
Ottawa Glandorf

Away

Sept 17
Fostoria Invitational

Home
Sept 19
LCC


Away

Sept 20
Elida


Away

Sept 26
St. Marys


Away

Sept 27
Van Wert


Home

2011 Cross Country

Sept  3
Cols. Grove

Away

Sept 10
Tiffin CC Carnival

Away

Sept 17
Ottawa Glandorf Invitational
Away

Sept 22
Riverdale


Away

Sept 24
Van Wert Co. Invitational
Away

Sept 27
Bath 


Away
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Kindergarten First Day of School

     Kindergarten state testing will be held August 29, 30 and 31.  Parents will receive, by mail, letters indicating individual test appointment times.  The first day of kindergarten will be Thursday, September 1, 2011.

Bluffton School Open House

    The Bluffton Schools will hold a district-wide open house on Monday evening, September 26.  The elementary will be open from 6:00-7:00 P.M., the middle school from 6:30-7:30 P.M., and the high school from 7:00-8:00 P.M.

    Several community organizations will have booths set up in the elementary gymnasium, and information will be available on ways to provide support to the school and community.

     All parents and community members are invited to this open house to meet staff members, observe facilities, and learn more about the educational opportunities available to Bluffton students.
Pirate Pride!
Parent-Teacher Conferences


   Listed are the dates and times for parent-teacher conferences in the Bluffton Schools.  This is an excellent time to meet with our teachers and discuss the educational progress of your child(ren).  We hope you plan to attend.

Bluffton Elementary and Middle Schools


Monday,  November 21

  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 22
 
  9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.







  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Bluffton High School


Monday,  November 21

  5:00- 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 22
 
  5:00- 8:00 P.M.

Three-Hour Delay Schedule

    We have adopted a three-hour delay schedule for our district.    When the three-hour delay is utilized, the start time for each school will be pushed back three hours, and the school day will be extended one hour at the end of the day in each building.  The morning kindergarten schedule for a three-hour delay will be 11:10 A.M. to 1:00 P.M., and the afternoon kindergarten will be from 2:10 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
2011-2012 School Calendar

Bluffton Exempted Village Schools

August 26
Friday
           Staff Pre-Service

August 29
Monday
           School Opens

August 29-31
Mon.-Wed.        Kindergarten Testing
September 1
Thursday          1st Day of Kindergarten

September 5
Monday
           No School-Labor Day

September 26
Monday
           Open House
October 10             Monday             No School-Staff In-Service Day                                                                      
November 4
Friday
           End of 1st Grading Period

November 22 & 23
Tues./Wed.        No School-(Elem/MS)

November 23
Wednesday       No School – (HS)

November 24 & 25
Thurs./Friday    No-School– Thanksgiving

December 20          Tuesday            Last Day of School for 2011                                           

January 3
 Tuesday
            School Re-opens 2012
January 16
 Monday
            No School-King Day

January 20
 Friday  
            End of 2nd Grading Period
February 20
 Monday
            No School-Presidents’ Day                                                            

March 23

 Friday
            End of 3rd Grading Period

April 6 & 9
 Fri./Mon.            No School-Spring Break
May 26

 Saturday            Commencement
May 28

 Monday
             No School - Memorial Day                                                        

May 30

 Wednesday        End of 4th Grading Period
May 31

 Thursday            Staff Post-Service Day
School Cancellations or Delays/Parent Alert System
During the school year there may be times, especially during inclement weather, that we may have to delay school or cancel classes for the day.  Please listen to your local radio or television stations for announcements of delays or cancellations.  Please do not call the offices.

        Several stations make these announcements: WIMA, WIMT, WFIN, WKXA,  WLIO (TV 35) 
        In addition, you may go to www.blufftonschools.org and click under parent alert system on the right hand column.  Follow the simple steps to receive text messages and emails for delays, cancellations, or for cases of an emergency at school.  
If we should miss more than our allowed five calamity days, we will use the following days as make-up days:

#1
January 16, 2012
#2
February 20, 2012
#3
April 9, 2012
   Additional days as needed will be added to the end of the year beginning with Thursday, May 31, 2012.
Transportation

    Please be aware the parking lot next to the middle school will be closed from 2:30 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. for students to board their busses.
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Annual Notification to Building Users and Employees
In accordance with Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986, our facilities have been inspected, and a management plan has been developed for the control of any asbestos-containing material (ACM) found in our buildings.  The inspection report and management plan were completed by a certified consulting firm.  A copy of the inspection report and management plan is located in each building office for public review.

It is significant to report that the buildings in our district have had all accessible, friable ACM removed.  All miscellaneous non-friable ACM has been well-maintained and is being managed by professionals through periodic evaluations and three-year re-inspections.

Any suspect ACM should not be disturbed.  Contact Bob Holt for additional information.

Annual Notification of Federal Funds
The Bluffton Exempted Village School receives federal funds in the areas of reading, math, library, and education of handicapped children.  If you have any suggestions on how these funds should be used, please contact the district superintendent at 419-358-5901.


Senior Citizens Breakfast Schedule 2011-2012
                  September 14
Marching Band
                  October 19
Show Choir

                  November 9
Drama Club 
                  December 14
High School Concert Choir
                  January 11 
Strings

                  February 8
Ladies First Choir

                  March 7
High School Concert Band

                  April 11

High School Musical
                  May 9

Jazz Band
 Each month, breakfast begins at 8:30 A.M. in the Middle School Cafetorium.
Bluffton Exempted Village School


District Board of Education

Renee Smith, President

Brad Fruchey, Vice-President
Ken Lugibihl
Kay Miller
Jeremy Scoles

The Board of Education meets the third Monday of each month at 7:30 P.M. in the Elementary Media Center.  If there is a change in the date, time, or meeting place, it is announced in the newspaper. Please note the September Board of Education meeting will be held on the second Monday of September.
Bluffton Exempted Village Schools

102 S.  Jackson St.

Bluffton, OH 45817
Return Service Requested
POSTAL PATRON

Listed below are the addresses and phone numbers for each of the buildings in the Bluffton School District.  Please write or call our offices with any questions and concerns you might have about the schools.  We appreciate any input you might have in helping maintain a quality education for our students.

Administrative Office


 419-358-5901
Superintendent , Greg Denecker
Secretary, Julie Steiner

102 S.  Jackson St.

Bluffton, OH 45817
Treasurer’s Office


  419-358-5901
Treasurer, Paula M. Parish

Assistant Treasurer, Becky Gerschutz

102 S.  Jackson St.

Bluffton, OH 45817
High School



  419-358-7941
Principal, Mike Minnig
Secretary, Deb Kiene

106 W.  College Ave.

Bluffton, OH 45817
Middle School



  419-358-7961
Principal, Dean Giesige

Secretary, Julie Oberly

116 S.  Jackson St.

Bluffton, OH 45817
Elementary School


  419-358-7951

Principal, Tim Closson
Secretary, Teresa Marquart
102 S.  Jackson St.

Bluffton, OH 45817
