Bluffton Exempted Village Schools 

2018-2019 Summer District Newsletter
~ News from the Superintendent~
     Hopefully, everyone had a terrific summer. We are excited to welcome over 1200 students on August 27, 2018, for an exciting year.
     Due to the large kindergarten class this year, we have added another teacher to this class for this school year.  Our new kindergarten teacher is Taylor Buddelmeyer, who was a long term substitute in kindergarten for the entire 2017-2018 school year.  

     Five new staff members are joining us this year.  At the high school, the new teacher for Industrial Arts and Career Based Interevention (formerly known as OWE) is   Kevin O’Rear, and Makenna Fox will be teaching math and social studies.  Amanda Temple will be one of the middle school science teachers, and Kerry Godsil will teach third grade in the elementary. Jennifer Geiser is our new elementary aide. We welcome each of these new staff members and look forward to working with them for many years to come.     
      We have added new engineering courses at the high school:  Introduction to Engineering Design and Principles of Engineering.  The Introduction course will have students delve deeply into the engineering design process and apply math, science, and engineering standards to hands-on projects in order to design a new product or improve an existing product.  The Principles course will allow students to explore a broad range of engineering topics including mechanisms, strength of structure and materials, and automation; then they will apply what they know to take on challenges like possibly designing a self-powered car, for example.  We believe these courses will be valuable for our students at BHS.    
      Years ago, the summer newsletter would include the 2017-2018 Local State Report Card results; however, these scores have not been released as of the printing of this newsletter.  When the report cards are released, we are confident our scores will be strong when compared to other districts throughout the state of Ohio.  Our report card from the 2016-2017 school year placed us 35th out of over 600 school districts in the state in performance index.  The elementary school was in the top 1% of all elementary schools or 27th out of 1398.  Over the past several years, our district has consistently scored in the top 5-8% of all school districts in performance index.  This performance index is tied to state assessments at various grade levels.  With that being said, the state has raised the achievement level bar on achievement tests, which, in general, will lower the grade of all districts.  As these report card results are released statewide, we are hopeful that our rankings in the state will be very similar to those of past years.  Regardless, our staff will continue to work to bring the best possible education to every student in our district and give the personal touch to help every child succeed.  

     The financial report on this page shows our general fund carry-over balance of just over $5.4 million for the 2018 fiscal year.  Due to the cost-saving measures that have been put in place over the last several years and an increase in both the state and local revenue, we have been able to achieve financial stability.  Our district spends $2,693 less per pupil than the state average, but achievement levels show the district consistently performs near the top in the state.  This could not be achieved without the support from our parents, students, staff, and community; everyone plays an important role in helping each of our students succeed.  We will continue to look for ways to be fiscally responsible to you, our community, while still providing our students with an excellent education.

     Our staff professional development this year will focus on the book Growth Mindset by Annie Brock and Heather Hundley.  In short, the book presents a way of thinking for students, teachers, and parents that promotes the idea that everyone has the ability to learn and expand knowledge 

     On the second page of this newsletter, the permanent improvement projects which were completed over the course of the past year are listed.  These funds allow our district to make repairs and improvements to our facilities for our students and community.  While our buildings are not new, we believe the updates and upkeep on each of our facilities encourage an excellent learning environment.  We thank our community for the support of our school district and its upkeep.  

      I want to thank our students and staff for making the recycling program in our district a huge success.  We have cut down dramatically on the amount of trash heading to landfills, and we are teaching students at young ages the importance of recycling.    

     In this newsletter is a list of the monthly senior citizen breakfast performances.  We look forward to seeing those of you who have patronized these performances in the past as well as any newcomers who may join us in this monthly entertainment and fellowship.  Thank you for coming to these performances and thanks to our sponsors Citizens National Bank, First National Bank, Sprunger Insurance, Lewis Family McDonald’s, Fortman Insurance, Blanchard Valley Hospital, Senior Citizen Center, and Mennonite Home Communities for donating the free breakfast each month.     

      We look forward to the privilege and opportunity to educate the students in our district this year.  Thank you for your continued support of Bluffton Exempted Village Schools and the students we serve.  If you ever have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to stop in or call me at 419-358-5901.             
                                                   Greg Denecker – Superintendent
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
          Financial Information for 2017-2018 General Fund
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2017)
4,474,700
Outstanding Encumbrances  (FY 2017)
57,490
Beginning Cash Balance  (July 1, 2017)


4,532,190
Revenue:

Local Sources:
Real Estate 
3,567,775
Personal Tangible 
2,015
Investment Earnings
46,995
Other Local Sources
1,288,289
State Sources:

Foundation Program
4,800,892
Rollback & Homestead
395,579
Other State Sources 
189,859
Other Receipts:

Total Receipts Above 
10,291,404
Plus Cash Balance
4,532,190
TOTAL REVENUES
14,823,594
Expenditures:

Salaries & Wages
5,474,757
Fringe Benefits
2,094,180
Purchased Service
1,301,563
Materials, Supplies,Texts
 237,553
Capital Outlay
 4,500
Other Expenditures 
115,103
Transfers/Advances
51,206
TOTAL EXPENDITURES:
9,278,862
ENDING CASH BALANCE
5,544,732
Outstanding Encumbrances 
110,968
Ending Balance (June 30, 2018)
5,433,764
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  Bluffton Schools Permanent Improvement Projects

     Over the course of the past year, our district has completed many different permanent improvement projects.  In each summer’s district newsletter, The Bluffton News, and the Bluffton Icon, we outline the revenue that was brought in from this 1/2% permanent improvement income tax and the projects completed with these tax dollars.  Below is the revenue chart of the combined monies brought in by the tax and the list of expenditures for the projects completed thanks to this fund. 

Date




  Revenue

Balance Forward from August. 2017
 $286,077.93

October, 2017



 $164,117.79

January, 2018



 $158,600.72

April, 2018



 $214,104.03 

July, 2018



 $299,987.82

Projects Sept. 2017-Aug. 2018

Expenditures

Plumbing Repairs and Updates

     $8,899.22
Parking Lot Paving and Sealing

   $22,129.00
Chromebooks/Technology/Wireless

   $59,047.44

Grass Playground and surrounding area
   $40,118.27

HVAC Repairs and Updates

   $63,361.20
HS Gym Air Conditioning

               $211,755.00
Outside Facilities Maintenance and Updates    $54,138.13

Foundation Repair and Tuckpoint

   $18,870.00

Window Repair/Replace


     $1,872.72

Flooring 




   $33,606.27

Painting




   $11,771.66

Furniture and Classroom Items

   $38,956.82

Equipment and Repairs


   $55,698.71

Security and Safety Items


   $40,725.79

Building Repairs and Improvements 
     $2,715.24

Electric and Lighting Updates

   $46,444.14

Textbooks, Books, and Classroom Aids
   $12,192.11

Roof Repairs



   $44,107.00

Elem. Classrooms and Office Remodel
   $28,338.60

2 New 84 Passenger Busses 

 $171,733.00

Total




 $966,480.32
      Bluffton Schools will continue to use these funds to update our facilities as promised to the taxpayers of this community.  As always, we at Bluffton Schools appreciate the community’s support of our district’s efforts to maintain and improve facilities.    If you would like to see these improvements in person, please come to our school open house on September 24th, or call me to set up a convenient time to view these updates first hand.
       Greg Denecker – Superintendent
     Meet-the-Teacher will be August 23. The elementary will be open from 5:00-6:00 P.M., the middle school from 6:00-7:00 P.M., and the high school from 7:00-8:00 P.M.  This is an opportunity for parents and children to meet the teachers.  

     If you do not want your child’s name or picture released to any media outlet or on our website, please tell your child’s building office in writing by September 28, 2018.

New Additions to the Staff….

Taylor Buddelmeyer – Elementary Teacher
     Taylor Buddelmeyer is a 2016 graduate of Bowling Green State University where she earned her bachelor's degree in Inclusive Early Childhood Education.  Taylor spent the last year here at Bluffton teaching kindergarten as a long-term substitute.  She is extremely excited to be here permanently and to continue working alongside the amazing staff. Taylor is from Ottawa-Glandorf and enjoys reading, cooking, traveling, and spending time with family and friends.  She is excited for year 2 as a Pirate.  

Kerry Godsil – Elementary Teacher

     Kerry Godsil is a 2016 graduate of The Ohio State University.   She recently relocated from New Albany, Ohio, where she taught third grade.  Kerry lives in Ottawa near her parents, two younger brothers, and fiance.  In her spare time, Kerry enjoys spending time with her family, being outside, reading, and sports.  During the fall she spends Saturdays traveling to IU football games to cheer on her youngest brother.  Kerry is excited to be a part of the Bluffton community.   
Makenna Fox – High School Math & Social Studies
     Makenna Fox is a new graduate of the University of Findlay where she majored in Middle Childhood Education. Originally from Findlay, she graduated from Findlay High School in 2014 and is now a resident of Bluffton. In her free time, she enjoys spending time outside, reading, crafting, and being with her family. She feels blessed not only to be teaching at BHS but also to be the assistant golf coach this season. 
Jennifer Geiser – Educational Aide
    Jennifer Geiser, a 1989 graduate of Bluffton High School, earned her bachelor’s degree from The Ohio State University in 1993. She spent the last 20 years in Columbus working primarily in sales and recruiting and the last 4 years at home taking care of her girls and several other children. She moved back to Bluffton this summer with her 2 daughters, Karden - 9 and Kenlee - 4. She enjoys spending time with her girls and her family. While active in her church, she also enjoys running and swimming. She’s very excited to be a Pirate again.
3 Summer Newsletter                                                                                                                          August 2018

Kevin O’Rear - Industrial Technology and CBI
    Arlington High School graduate Kevin O’Rear is a 1983 graduate of Ohio Northern University with a BA degree in Industrial Arts education.  He earned his masters in education at the University of Dayton in 1999.  Kevin will be starting his 35th year of teaching Industrial Technology.  Eight of his previous 34 years were spent in Virginia at New Kent County High School where he taught CTE, Technology Education classes 9-12, without moving his family to Virginia.  The last 2 years Kevin taught at Spencerville High School where he achieved a goal of getting a 3D printer for the school.  Kevin is happy to be a Pirate and to be closer to home.
Amanda Temple – Middle School Science
     Amanda Temple is a graduate of Crestview High School. She currently resides in Celina with her husband Trent, son Mitchell, and daughter Marlee. Amanda earned her bachelor’s degree in nuclear medicine from the University of Findlay, a master’s degree from Western Governors University, and obtained her teaching certification in integrated science. Amanda spent 13 years in nuclear medicine and three years as a high school science teacher at Celina City Schools. Amanda enjoys spending time with her family, watching her children participate in various activities, playing golf and running.  She is excited to be a Pirate.
2018-2019 School Calendar

Bluffton Exempted Village Schools

August 23
Thursday
Meet-The-Teacher
August 27
Monday
School Opens

September 3
Monday
No School - Labor Day

September 24
Monday
Open House

October 26
Friday
End of 1st Grading Period

November 20/21
Tues./Wed.
No School-(Elem/MS)

November 21
Wednesday
No School – (HS)

November 22/23
Thurs./Fri.
No-School– Thanksgiving

December 20
Thursday
Last Day of School for 2018                     

January 3
Thursday
School Re-opens 2019
January 18
Friday
End of 2nd Grading Period

January 21
Monday
No School-King Day

February 18
Monday
No School-Presidents’ Day 
March 22
Friday
End of 3rd Grading Period

April 18,19 & 22
Th-F-M
No School-Spring Break

May 25 
Saturday
Commencement

May 27
Monday
No School- Memorial Day                                               

May 29
Wednesday
End of 4th Grading Period
May 30
Thursday
Staff Post-Service Day
Please watch closely at all intersections around our district and proceed with caution both as a driver and as a pedestrian. 
Bluffton Exempted Village Schools

Mission Statement

     The mission of the Bluffton Exempted Village School District is to provide a safe and stimulating environment in which flexibility is encouraged in meeting the needs of every student, and to value all persons and learning in order to develop individuals who demonstrate problem-solving skills, personal responsibility, and a desire for lifelong learning.
Athletic Alerts - Go to blufftonschools.org under parent alert system to sign up for athletic event reminders that will be sent to you for upcoming athletic events.
Bluffton School Open House

    The Bluffton Schools will hold a district-wide open house on Monday evening, September 24.  The elementary will be open from 6:00-7:00 P.M., the middle school from 6:30-7:30 P.M., and the high school from 7:00-8:00 P.M.    Several community organizations will have booths set up in the elementary gymnasium, and information will be available on ways to provide support to the school and community.

     All parents and community members are invited to this open house to meet staff members, observe facilities, and learn more about the educational opportunities available to Bluffton students.

Transportation
      Please be aware the parking lot next to the middle school will be closed from 2:30 P.M. to 3:15 P.M. for students to board their busses.

Parent-Teacher Conferences

   Listed are the dates and times for parent-teacher conferences in the Bluffton Schools.  This is an excellent time to meet with our teachers and discuss the educational progress of your child(ren).  We hope you plan to attend.

Bluffton Elementary and Middle Schools



Monday, November 19
  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 20
  9:00 A.M. – 4:00 P.M.






 
  5:00 – 8:00 P.M.

Bluffton High School



Monday, November 19

  5:00- 8:00 P.M.



Tuesday, November 20
 
  5:00- 8:00 P.M.   .           
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Senior Citizens Breakfast Schedule 2018-2019
 September 12     Marching Band

 October 17          Show Choir (3rd Wed. of month)
 November 7        Drama Club (1st Wed. of month)
 December 12      Concert Choir

 January 9            Strings 

 February 13         Solo and Ensemble

 March 6
          Concert Band (1st Wed. of month)
 April 10     
          Musical Cast
 May 8
          Jazz Band

     Each month, breakfast begins at 8:30 A.M. in the Middle School Cafetorium.

School Cancellations 
or Delays/Parent Alert System

During the school year there may be times, especially during inclement weather, that we may have to delay school or cancel classes for the day.  Please listen to your local radio or television stations for announcements of delays or cancellations.  Please do not call the offices.

        Several stations make these announcements: WIMA, WFIN, WKXA, WLIO (TV 35) 
        In addition, you may go to www.blufftonschools.org and click under parent alert system on the right hand column.  Follow the simple steps to receive text messages and emails for delays, cancellations, or for cases of an emergency at school.  
If we should close school in excess of five calamity days, we will use the following days as make-up days:

#1
January 21, 2019
#2
February 18, 2019
#3
April 18, 2019
   Additional days as needed will be added to the end of the year beginning with Thursday, May 30, 2019.
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Annual Notification to Building Users and Employees

In accordance with Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986, our facilities have been inspected, and a management plan has been developed for the control of any asbestos-containing material (ACM) found in our buildings.  The inspection report and management plan were completed by a certified consulting firm.  A copy of the inspection report and management plan is located in each building office for public review.

It is significant to report that the buildings in our district have had all accessible, friable ACM removed.  All miscellaneous non-friable ACM has been well-maintained and is being managed by professionals through periodic evaluations and inspections. Any suspect ACM should not be disturbed.  Contact Mike Wilson for additional information.
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Listed below are the phone numbers for each building in the Bluffton School District.  Please call our offices with any questions and concerns you might have about the schools.  We appreciate any input in helping maintain a quality education for our students.

Central Office



 419-358-5901
High School



 419-358-7941
Middle School


                419-358-7961
Elementary School

                419-358-7951

Bluffton Exempted Village School


District Board of Education

Brad Fruchey, President

Wes Klinger, Vice-President

Ken Lugibihl
Jeremy Scoles

Renee Smith

The Board of Education meets the third Monday of each month at 7:30 P.M. in the Elementary Media Center.  If there is a change in the date, time, or meeting place, it is announced in the newspaper. 
Annual Notification of Federal Funds

The Bluffton Exempted Village School receives federal funds in the areas of reading, math, library, and education of handicapped children.  If you have any suggestions on how these funds should be used, please contact the district superintendent at 419-358-5901.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Visit Bluffton Schools Website:

www.blufftonschools.org









