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Arrangement for a 1950s
coal-fired power plant

I'd like o know more about the
site arrangements and tracks
needed to serve a small Midwest-
arm power plant of the 1550s.
Andy Wayne, Orlando, Fla.

A medium-size power plant has
been the subject of some recent e-mail
exchanges I've had with Ton
editor of Model Bailroad Plasring, and
Bob Lucas of the Akron, Canton &
Youngstown (ACY) RE Historical
Society. We were all interested in a power
plant served by both the ACY and the
Mickel Plate Boad at Bluffton, Ohio,
ridway between Lima and Findlay. The
aerial pl:uu- shaows it about

The Central Ohio Light & Power Co.
{COLEP) opened this plant, named the

18 Model Railroader = veeon, 1

Woodcock &
the COLEP 'F'F:i“i &
munities including Findlay, Mosth Balti-
more, and Wieoster.
The COL&P's Easiern Division had
transmission and distribu-
adiating from Wooster, Its
Western Diivision l'|;'h-'r.'|H1| bwies of heer
slEam -.,H.n-:r.11mh p|.1r'|h ofe in F :||:1-:|.|.11.'
and another at 51 Marys that was used
for stamdby service, They served more
than 200 miles of transmission lines.

At the time,

New power plant. The company’s
power rt'quirr_'l:le_'nl_\ had been in
rapidly, and udldiliimalgcm:mti_r

Pac-
ity was needed, 5o a new plant location

was abtained just east of Bluffion. This
site included an abandoned stone quarry

Hroacer, codm

This aerial view shows a madium-zize
steam power plant in the early 19505,
Located along the Akron, Canton &
Youngztown RR at Bluffton, Ohio, this
typical plant received up to 11 loads of
coal dl“'f. Friod Stearar pihiotd collsction

that was turned into a 26-acre artificial
lake to furnish cooling water.

The new pl.-lrﬂ used pulverized coal
for fuel. A pair of steam generators su
plied turbogenerators that produced the
ehectrical power.

Equipment for the new plant came
from the power industry’s leading man-
ufacturers: Combustion Engincering
made the fuel burming equipment and
pulverizing mills; Fort Pitt Bridge Works
fabricated the structural steel and coal
bunkers; General Electric made the
switch boards, main switch gear, and
substation transformers; Ingersoll-Rand
buill the condensers; Riley Stoker Co

ed the bodlers:; W ..I!:i|:|;g||i_|q,|.p:
€ turbogenerators; and
Worthington made the boiler pumps.




